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                                         Limits of Liability / Disclaimer of Warranty: 
 
The author and publisher of this book has used his best efforts in preparing this                                                                  
material. The author and publisher make no representation or warranties with respect to 
the accuracy, applicability, fitness, or completeness of the contents of this publication. 
They disclaim any warranties (expressed or implied), merchantability, or fitness for any 
particular purpose. The author and publisher shall in no event be held liable for any loss 
or other damages, including but not limited to special, incidental, consequential, or other 
damages. As always, the advice of a competent legal, tax, accounting or other 
professional should be sought. This manual contains material protected under 
International and Federal Copyright Laws and Treaties.  
    
 
 

You may copy, share and distribute this book freely but DO NOT 
alter the content in any way without the express permission of                                        
the author. 
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                Why is Software So Expensive? 

 

                  
 
After all … all it is, is a CD with information burned onto it!… and how much does a 
blank writable CD cost? 
 
Obviously creating and developing software is time consuming and requires brains and 
effort, but still … does some it have to cost quite so much as it does? 
 
Take, for example a very popular program, Adobe CS4 Web Premium.  
This piece of software currently retails at $2170 (US)! 
 
For further comparison, here is a list of the top 10 best selling consumer software 
products (Source: Amazon) : 
 
1.  Microsoft Office: Home & Student                             ($149.95) 
2.  Microsoft Windows 7 (Home Premium Upgrade)      ($119.99) 
3.  Quickbooks Pro 2009                                                  ($199.95) 
4.  Norton Internet Security 2009                                     ($  69.99) 
5.  Norton 360.3                                                                ($  79.99) 
6.  Adobe Photoshop Elements 7                                      ($  99.99) 
7.  Norton Antivirus 2009                                                 ($  39.99) 
8.  Dragon Naturally Speaking 10 Standard                     ($  99.99) 
9.  Kaspersky Internet Security 2009                                ($  79.95) 
10. Microsoft Streets & Trips 2009                                   ($ 39.95)                                                                                                        
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The point is clear! 
 
Buying quality software on a tight budget in these troubled economic times are no 
laughing matter.  
 
Imagine a student, already living frugally, who needs one or more of these programs for 
course work and research.  
 
Surely there must be a case here for claiming that the honest consumer is getting a raw 
deal!  
 
However, is there any realistic alternative to paying the high prices being asked for by 
software manufacturers? 
 
When it comes to decent software for your PC, MAC or mobile phone, is there such a 
thing as “free lunch”? 
 
In this report, I intend to show that the answer is definitely …. YES! 
 
What is more, I will show you step by step how to get your hands on quality software and 
information products for FREE, completely legally and with minimal effort on your part. 
 
Your time investment, reading this publication could literally save you hundreds of 
dollars in future software costs. 
 
INTERESTED? … then read on!                                                               
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             Why “Peer to Peer” File Sharing is                           

                              Not an Option! 

 

 

 

                                
 

 

 
 
 
Of coarse, many of you may be thinking …”why should I pay ANYTHING for software 
when I can download what I need for free from the multitude of “peer to peer” file 
sharing networks? 
 
Although this may appear to be an attractive option from an economic standpoint, it is an 
alternative that is fraught with danger. 
 
Obviously downloading copyrighted software on “peer to peer” networks is ILLEGAL! 
 
For years many consumers viewed downloading famous branded software products as a 
risk worth taking … but the situation is changing fast.  
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A recent posting on the FBI website, under the heading “Investigative Programs and 
Cyber Investigations” issued these stark warnings to the casual illegal downloader: 
 
“The FBI has undertaken a new initiative regarding the use of Peer to Peer systems on the 
internet. While the FBI supports and encourages the development of new technology, it 
also must take action regarding its misuse for illicit and in some cases criminal purposes. 
 
It is a violation of federal law to distribute copyrighted music, movies, software, games 
and other works without authorization. There are important national economic 
consequences associated with such theft. The FBI has asked industry associations and 
companies that are particularly concerned with intellectual property rights to report to the 
FBI for possible criminal investigation and prosecution anyone that they have reason to 
believe is violating federal copyright laws”. 
 
The article goes on to list various punitive steps the FBI intends taking in the future. 
 
Clearly, “peer to peer” file sharing is a none starter from a legal perspective. 
 
However there are other serious dangers. “Peer to Peer” networks have become a 
favourite haunt for hackers and cyber criminals. Because these systems potentially 
expose your computer and files to millions of other users on a network, they also expose 
your computer to cyber threats such as “worms” and viruses. In fact many worms and 
viruses are specially written to be spread by “Peer to Peer” networks. 
 
Also, if “Peer to Peer” software is not properly configured you can unknowingly open up 
the contents of your entire hard drive for others to see. Private confidential information 
could be seen and downloaded. 
 
NOT AN ATTRACTIVE OPTION! 
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                       Free Software Forever! 

 

                                              
 
 
Clearly, in our pursuit of budget, affordable software, we do not want to expose ourselves 
to potential criminal investigation or cyber disaster at the hands of malicious hackers! 
 
So how can you get your hands on lovely FREE software forever, safely and legally? 
 
If there’s one thing we love about the internet, its all the excellent stuff we can enjoy for 
free. When it comes to decent software for your PC, MAC or mobile phone, the web 
proves that money isn’t everything. 
 
Of course, you can pay for expensive PC fixing tools, security protection and other 
software if you really want to, but there are plenty of fantastic, comparable alternatives 
for free … you just need to know where to look. 
 
The rest of this book will show you some of the best online sources for a wide range of 
powerful and entirely legal free software. 
 
Programs range from older versions of commercially available products and sophisticated 
open source applications to mobile ring tones and complete games. 
 
You’ll never have to fork out for software again! 
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                        Download Directories 

 

       
 
 
 
The cost conscious software consumer, should always view “Download Directories” as 
an “Aladdin’s cave” of quality digital delights! 
 
Whether you looking for a particular program or just browsing to see what’s on offer, 
these free software sites should always be your first port of call. 
 
Here are my Top Five favorite “Download Directory” sites: 
 

 

1. Download.com 
www.download.com 

 
Used by millions of web users daily to find the best programs currently available at 
the lowest possible cost. 
 
Many developers opt to post their programs directly to the site, rather than going to 
the effort and expense of hosting the files themselves. It offers everything from 
freeware to trial software and files are all fully checked before they’re added to the 
site, so you don’t have to worry about Spyware, Trojans or other cyber nasties 
infecting your PC. Downloads are fast and reliable too. 
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Major programs are reviewed by the editors and users can rate and comment on them 
too, which gives you an idea of how good something is before you download it. The 
website includes all the details you need about each file, including its license (free, 
free to try, purchase etc), size and the publishers website.  
 
Don’t miss the blog : http://news.cnet.com/cheapskate/?tag=nl.e796  … loads of great 
bargains here! 
 
 

2. SnapFiles 
       www.snapfiles.com 
 
         

 
 
Originally called “WebAttack,” SnapFiles has been providing freeware and shareware 
downloads since 1997. The site offers weekly highlights and software showcases (themed 
recommendations) and its easy to browse the latest software and updates, view featured 
releases and editor picks, or just explore the available categories. 
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You can use the tabbed interface to switch between shareware and freeware programs 
and there are useful features and tips to help you manage your PC and keep it secure. 
 
Programs are hosted on SnapFiles and are rated and reviewed by the sites editors and 
other users. There’s usually a brief description of the software, a screenshot or two and 
full product details, including the publisher, size and suggested alternatives. 
 
 
    

3.    Nonags 
               www.nonags.com 
 

 
 

 
This site only offers fully functional software with no limitations (on time or features) 
that’s free of in-built ads nagging you to upgrade to paid-for “pro editions” (hence the 
name). 
 
These include Avast 4 Home, CDBurner XP and Quick Media Converter.  
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The sites layout has a distinctly Nineties feel. Its very basic with the options on the 
left and the latest freeware (across all categories) displayed down the middle. You can  
browse the collection by category or use the search box to track down a particular 
program. Some of the features, such as the top user – rated and most-viewed lists, are 
only available to paid members – subscriptions cost $18 (about £12) for one year and 
$47.97 (£31.50) for a lifetime.  
 
Members can download programs directly from Nonags, while non-members are 
restricted to downloading them from the original authors site. 
 
 

4.  FileHippo.com 
       www.filehippo.com 

 

 

                    

 
Like Nonags, this site looks a bit stale by modern standards but it has lots of terrific 
free content. You can view the latest and most popular downloads, and browse 
through the various categories on offer directly from the homepage.  
 
Click the “View More” link in any of the sections to see a full list of the software they 
contain. 
 
As well as providing downloads of the latest version of a program, FileHippo.com 
offers links to previous releases, including different build milestones. For Google 
Chrome, for example, there are already nine variants of the 2.0 beta available.  
 
FileHippo.com also offers a handy, optional update checker that scans your hard disk 
for installed freeware and provides direct links to any newer versions available on the 
site. 
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5. MajorGeeks.com 
http://majorgeeks.com 
 

 
 
MajorGeeks.com is a great download site, packed with useful tools to help you get 
the most out of your computer. 
 
It hosts a mix of freeware and shareware, as well as the latest definitions for programs 
like Norton Anti Virus and AdAware. The site is similar in layout to NoNags – the 
latest releases are displayed in the centre of the screen with files sorted into categories 
on the left hand side. 
 
MajorGeeks.com focuses on programs for tweaking, enhancing and securing your 
system. There are all-in-one suites, benchmarking programs, BIOS utilities, driver 
tools and Registry cleaners available … and that’s just for starters! 
 
The site also has a decent selection of programs for Macs.  
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